Palpable purpura and uveitis precipitated by splenectomy in an atypical case of Cogan's syndrome.
A patient with a baffling multisystem illness developed uveitis and palpable purpura shortly after a splenectomy, leading to the diagnosis of vasculitis. Clearance by the mononuclear phagocyte system is a key factor determining the pathogenicity of circulating immune complexes, which are known to be the cause of some forms of vasculitis. The sudden appearance of uveitis and cutaneous vasculitis in an illness of many years' duration was probably a direct result of removal of the spleen.